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Dear friends and neighbours,

Thank you for not having recycled this letter yet! With the state of politics now I
would completely understand if you had. Many of you have given up thinking
you can help. But please read on because this matters for so many reasons.

Like many of you, I always disliked politics. That got worse in 2010 when Mr
Gove abolished consultation on education policy and imposed his disturbing
and destructive ideas onto schools. I’d always worked in the secondary schools
with most challenges - which is where he did the most damage.

With consultation abolished, it was impossible for teachers’ voices to be heard.
The only way to try to improve things was through politics. The only party which
was committed to rebuilding consultation in education was the Lib Dems - so I
joined them.

I expected it to be terrible. I thought I would meet people who were ‘political’ in
a bad way. But it was exactly the opposite. I found myself surrounded by
people who were incredibly dedicated, honest, bright and very highly skilled in
developing policy that works.

In a crazy world, where everyone was telling me that I need to compromise
and change and fit in, I had found a group of people who could help me
become the person I actually wanted to be – absolutely honest, completely
true to my values and beliefs and able to help to improve the world around
me.

Liberal Democrats work to improve the world by listening carefully to everyone
and by getting everyone to work together to build the best possible solutions to
our trickiest problems. They taught me how to campaign effectively – not by
creating blame figures (as the Tories do with the EU and Labour do with ‘the
few’) but by working hard on the issues and by puzzling out how things can be
better.

Although I’m still a Cumbria County Councillor (we have an excellent Lib
Lab coalition which has a majority of zero and I won my seat with a 50%
vote swing from the Tories – so I’ve not stepped down for obvious
reasons), I’ve been living locally here most of the time for over a year
now getting to know all sorts of people, community groups, charities and
schools across the constituency.

I have been horrified by how badly you’ve been let down by your local Labour
politicians and your MP in this constituency. Time and again they don’t actually
fix thinks – they just make sure everyone thinks that anyone but them are to
blame for everything going wrong!
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And I’m horrified by what Labour and the Tories are offering at national level.
Promises of magic money trees always lead to economic crashes and the most
needy are always the worst hit. Brexit would also make our country much poorer.
Three local Mps (Frank Field - Birkenhead, Louise Ellman - Liverpool Riverside and
Luciana Berger - Liverpool Wavertree) have left Labour because they are so worried
by what’s going on.

Politics can be so much better than this. There is so much I could do to improve
things here as your MP and the Lib Dems have a really sensible, properly consulted
and costed plan for government which will move us on into a brighter future where
everyone can thrive. Please do check out our manifesto. And you can see if you like
my work as a politician by checking out my blog:
CouncillorRebeccaHanson.wordpress.com. Or get in touch and ask me anything.

You can help build better politics here by:
● Voting Lib Dem
● Donating: seftonlibdems.uk/donate
● Volunteering: seftonlibdems.uk/volunteer
● Joining the Lib Dems/sign up as a supporter: www.libdems.org.uk/joining-us

Thank you for reading.

Cllr Rebecca Hanson MA (Cantab.) MEd FCCT
Liberal Democrat Parliamentary Candidate for Bootle

“Rebecca is very highly respected in the Lib Dems. She’s an experienced
Councillor who’s taken on the trickiest problems in health, education and the
environment and solved them. She’s used to working on national level projects
and policy issues.

Rebecca would be an excellent MP for Bootle who could significantly improve
the quality of residents’ lives here.”

Hannah Gee
Chair of Sefton Central and Bootle Liberal Democrats.

Rebecca Hanson Bootle Candidate and
Liberal Democrat Leader Jo Swinson


